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Lesson Title:

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan

Content Area and Grade
Level:
Lesson Objectives:

English Language Arts, Social Studies – 4th Grade

Florida Standards:

Assessment:

● The students will summarize the implications of the great depression and its
effects on immigration in Florida and the United States.
● The students will collaborate to write a fictional story about their experience
as an immigrant in the United States
● The students will present their stories and discuss how their story relates to
the Mexican repatriation.
● The students will respond in writing to an opinion prompt and support their
claim with evidence from multiple sources.
ELA.4.C.1.2 Write a personal or fictional narrative using a logical sequence of events
and demonstrating an effective use of techniques such as descriptions and
transitional words and phrases.
ELA.4.C.1.3 Write to make a claim supporting a perspective with logical reasons, using
evidence from multiple sources, elaboration, and an organizational structure with
transitions.
ELA.4.C.2.1 Present information orally, in a logical sequence, using nonverbal cues,
appropriate volume, and clear pronunciation.
SS.4.A.7.2 Summarize challenges Floridians faced during the Great Depression.
SS.4.C.2.1 Discuss public issues in Florida that impact the daily lives of its citizens.
SS.4.C.2.2 Identify ways citizens work together to influence government and help
solve community and state problems.
• Teacher informal assessment:
group discussion, questioning, observations, collaborative group work
• Collaborative writing assignment prompt: You are an immigrant in the United
States during the Mexican Repatriation. A family member has been sent back
to Mexico even though they are considered an American citizen. What would
you do to help your family member return to the United States? This
assignment will be assessed with a rubric, provided below.

•

Motivating Activity &
Anticipatory Set/Access
Prior Knowledge:

Exit ticket writing prompt: Do you believe it was right for the government to
create a law to send people back to their countries even though they were
already citizens? Explain your reasoning. Teacher should review writing and
assess student take aways from content taught about the Mexican repatriation
and laws students have learned about.
Prior Knowledge:
• Prior to this lesson, students will have read and discussed Esperanza Rising by
Pam Muñoz Ryan

•

Prior to this lesson, students should have covered social studies topics such as
the Mexican Repatriation, Great Depression, and immigration laws passed
during this time (Late 1920s-1960s).

•

Teacher will display a cause-and-effect graphic organizer on the board. ESOL
#4 Link lesson topic to students’ prior knowledge.

•

Teacher will use this chart to discuss the events that happened in Esperanza
Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan related to the strike and Mexican repatriation. This
can relate to student understanding of how this was connected to the Great
Depression and included in the chart. Allow appropriate wait time for ESL
students before calling on students to answer. UDL (3.3) Guide information
processing and visualization. ESOL #13 Use preview/review activities. ESOL
#14 Simplify speech by making it slower and redundant. ESOL #22 Give
enough wait time for second language learners to respond to questions.

Teacher will record answers based on student’s answers to the following
prompts/questions:
o What happened to cause immigration officials to collect workers in the
book?
o How did these events make Esperanza feel?
o What events caused the Mexican repatriation (relating to the great
depression)?
o How did this impact families and citizens?
•

Review Unit Vocabulary with students by using Kagan strategy: Stand up, hand
up, pair up. Create a set of index cards with the words below (one word per
card). On another set of index cards include the definitions for each word.
Students will stand up, put hands up and walk around the room. Once they
find the partner with the matching word or definition, they will pair up and
have a seat. After students have all paired up, have students bring up matches
to display on the whiteboard. ESOL #10 Teach think, pair, and share
strategies in cooperative groups. ESOL #20 List the most important words
and phrases you use or plan to use on the board.

https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/lesson-plans/migratedfeatured-files/esperanza-rising-storia-tg.pdf
Procedures:

● Introduce the lesson “Today we will be working together to create a historical
fiction short story based on what you know happened during the Mexican
repatriation and Great Depression. I would like for each of you to imagine that
you are a person of Mexican descent during this time. We are going to focus
on events that we think happened in the past. I also want you to consider that
during the Mexican repatriation, people were sent back to their country even
though they were citizens of the United States. I want you to ponder on the
question of do you think that it is right what the government did during this
time? Continue to ponder that question while we complete this assignment.
● Divide students into groups of 4 students UDL (8.3) Foster collaboration and
community. ESOL (2) Promote cooperation.
● Each group will receive a short description of the character you are creating
your story about and will create a poster to present (included below). Using
the five part graphic organizer below, each group will write an introduction, 3

events, and a conclusion to their story. After reading your scenario, use the
following questions to guide your story. UDL (4.2) Optimize access to tools
and assistive technologies. UDL (5.2) Use multiple tools for construction and
composition. ESOL (16) Integrate speaking, listening, reading, and writing
activities.
o What do you think would happen to your character based on what we
have learned about the Mexican repatriation?
o How does your character feel about the situation?
o Are there any solutions to what has happened?
•

Provide students with poster template, pencils, and markers. UDL (4.2)
Optimize access to tools and assistive technologies.

● Pre-teach group work expectations and define group roles such as leader,
recorder, artist, and reporter. Allow students to choose these roles. UDL (7.1)
Optimize individual choice and autonomy.
● Use a tool such as magic sticks (sticks with student names on them drawn at
random) or drawing numbers out of a hat to provide each group with a
character and scenario to create a story.
● Following character prompts:
o Juan – Juan’s father works on a farm harvesting crops. He is unhappy
with his pay and decides to strike against the farmers. Write a story
with an introduction, 3 events, and a conclusion based on what you
think would happen.
o Maria – You were born in the US and speak English. You and your
family are being told that you all might be sent back to Mexico even
though you are all considered US citizens. Write a story with an
introduction, 3 events, and a conclusion based on what you think
would happen.

o Jose – Your Uncle has come to your home and told your parents that
he thinks that immigration is going to send him to Mexico. What
would you and your family do? Write a story with an introduction, 3
events, and a conclusion based on what you think would happen.
o Martha – Your mother, sisters, and brothers all live with you in the US
but your father still lives in Mexico. How could he come to join you all
in the United States? Write a story with an introduction, 3 events, and
a conclusion based on what you think would happen.
o Isabella – Your sister was sent back to Mexico. She had her documents
and was a US citizen. You go to a protest with friends and family.
Write a story with an introduction, 3 events, and a conclusion based on
what you think would happen.
UDL (7.2) Optimize relevance, value, and authenticity.
● Provide students with sufficient time to complete assignment. Teacher should
act as a facilitator during this time and observe students, provide them with
appropriate guiding questions to provide appropriate scaffolding.
UDL (9.2) Facilitate personal coping skills and strategies.

Closing:
• Allow students to come up one group at a time to present their scenario and
the story they created. Ask appropriate questions to define the reasoning for
why students created this story based on their scenario. Does it apply to
content that has been taught and seem realistic based on what would really
happen to these characters?
•

Exit Ticket (below): Do you believe it was right for the government to create a
law to send people back to their countries even though they were already
citizens? Explain your reasoning.
Allow for differentiated response such as written or oral based on student’s
language level. UDL (4.1) Vary the methods for response and navigation. UDL
(1.2) Offer alternatives. For auditory information. UDL (1.3) Offer
alternatives for visual information.

Materials:

Lesson Materials:
•
•

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Story writing template/poster

•
•
•

Pencil
Markers
Exit ticket template

Additional Lesson Resources:
• Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan – Author’s Note at the end of the novel
provides context for the book as well as information on the Mexican
repatriation during this time.
• https://www.history.com/news/great-depression-repatriation-drives-mexicodeportation
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2TLxJgAWHw
• https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/lesson-plans/migratedfeatured-files/esperanza-rising-storia-tg.pdf
Resources to enhance teacher knowledge and understanding of the Mexican
Repatriation and immigration during the great depression:
• https://newsela.com/read/mass-repatriation-acts/id/28195/
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nv2EoJ9RYXs

